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Ontario Mining Association virtual mine tour NickelQuest makes its debut  
June 12, 2007, Sudbury --- The Ontario Mining Association’s virtual mine tour NickelQuest made its debut today at Dynamic Earth in Sudbury.  This educational resource is designed to complement aspects of the Ontario grade 7 to grade 9 curriculum.  It was shown in the new HD digital Atlas Copco Theatre before an audience of about 150, including 80 grade 8 students from Jessie Hamilton and Copper Cliff Public Schools, representatives of local mining companies and the Sudbury educational community, the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines and Sudbury Mayor John Rodriguez.

“This project sprung from the basic realization that it is logistically impossible to provide all Ontario students with the educational experience of touring an underground mine,” said OMA President Chris Hodgson.  “However, we realized the next best thing would be to use technology and create a virtual mine tour and take the underground mining experience to the classroom -- if you can’t take the students to the mine, why not take the mine to the students.”

“In determining where to hold this film debut, the choice was easy – where else could you do it other than Sudbury,” added Mr. Hodgson.  “And in Sudbury where else could you do it other than at Dynamic Earth, a living science and education landmark, and in this fabulous theatre.”

The animation, which is available in a downloadable version from the OMA website www.oma.on.ca and will be distributed subsequently, is a collaborative project involving input from mining experts, educators, students and government.   It was produced by the creative technology company eSolutions Group in Waterloo.
“Many of the people we deal with are unaware of the specialized knowledge, human skill and the level of technological sophistication that is required to bring nickel-bearing minerals to surface where they can be used to benefit society,” said Patrick Whiteway, Manager Communications for the Nickel Institute, a global organization, which provided expertise and financial assistance to the production.  “NickelQuest provides us with a fun way to give our clients an informative tour of an underground nickel mine and we would like to thank the OMA on behalf of nickel producers worldwide for the opportunity to participate in this fantastic project.”   

“We are proud to be the host venue for the premiere of NickelQuest,” said Dynamic Earth Director Tina Montgomery.  “As Canada’s leading mining and geology attraction, Dynamic Earth plays an important role in showcasing mining to the public in a fun and educational way and in helping future generations consider mining as a career.  It was a natural fit for Dynamic Earth to host this event.”

“eSolutions Group is thrilled to work on such an exciting project that unites education with applied technology,” said Karen Mayfield, Managing Director of eSolutions Group.  “Contributing our team’s combined creative and technical skills has proven to us that the diversity of opportunity in mining is truly a reality.  It is thanks to our varied partners in the mining industry, their vision, creativity and support, that we have been granted such a compelling and enjoyable opportunity to bring NickelQuest to life.” 
Within Canada, the industry is looking for 80,000 highly motivated and skilled individuals to hire within the next 10 years.  There are different theories on when young people start thinking about and narrowing down their future career options.
“We hope at least in a small way that NickelQuest will inform students of the more than 400 career possibilities the industry offers,” said Mr. Hodgson, OMA President.  “We want NickelQuest to be another piece of the puzzle to support the work of curriculum coordinators, teachers, school boards, Skills Canada Ontario, the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities and others to enhance earth science, natural resource and mineral education.”

For further information contact:

Peter McBride, OMA Manager of Communications

(416) 364-9301 pmcbride@oma.on.ca
